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SUBJECT: GERMAN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE RE CHANGE IN U.S. 

ATOMIC STRATEGY 

1 . CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND HIS PARTY DEPART EOR WASHING- 
TON TODAY PROBABLY CARRYING WITH THEM THE DECEMBER 4 
EDITION OE THE ERANKEURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG (EAZ) 

WHOSE LEAD NEWS ARTICLE CONCERNS A POSSIBLE CHANGE IN 
U.S. ATOMIC STRATEGY. THE AUTHOR, FAZ WASHINGTON-BASED 
CORRESPONDENT JAN REIEENBERG, APPEARS TO HAVE DRAWN SOME 
ERRONEOUS CONCLUSIONS, AND THE EMBASSY IS CONCERNED 
THAT THE CHANCELLOR AND HIS PARTY MIGHT BE MISLED. WE 
BELIEVE THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE PREPARED TO CORRECT ANY 
ERRONEOUS IMPRESSIONS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN DERIVED FROM 
THE ARTICLE WHILE THE PARTY IS IN WASHINGTON. 

2. THE FIRST THREE PARAGRAPHS OF THE ARTICLE DRAW A 
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED BROOKINGS 
INSTITUTION STUDY BY JEFFREY RECORD ON THE NEED FOR THE 
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7,000 TO 2,000 AND THE PRESIDENT'S DEC. 2 PRESS CON- 
FERENCE CONCERNING SALT. REIFENBERG POINTS OUT THAT 
BROOKINGS HAS CLOSE CONNECTIONS WITH THE PENTAGON AND 
REPRESENTS MANY OF THE OPINIONS WHICH ARE SHARED BY 
SECDEF SCHLESINGER. HE THEN SAYS: "ACCORDING TO THE 
THESES OF THE EXPERTS, THE NUMBER OF TACTICAL ATOMIC 
WEAPONS IN EUROPE AS WELL AS THEIR TARGETS SHOULD BE 
CHANGED." THIS WOULD PREVENT A PREMATURE NUCLEAR RES- 
PONSE AGAINST AN OPPONENT AND WOULD ALSO GIVE GREATER 
CREDIBILITY TO SCHLESINGER'S STRATEGIC CONCEPTION OF 
"SELECTIVE TARGETING." 

3. REIFENBERG THEN INDICATES THAT THE CONTENTS OF THE 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION STUDY WERE MADE PUBLIC SHORTLY 
AFTER THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE ON SALT. HE 
STATES FURTHER THAT ". . . POLITICAL OBSERVERS DO NOT 
DOUBT THAT THE IDEAS ABOUT A REDUCTION OF TACTICAL 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN EUROPE AND THE EFFORTS OF THE FORD 
ADMINISTRATION TO CHECK THE ARMS COMPETITION OF THE 
SUPER-POWERS ARE AN EXPRESSION OF THE SAME STRATEGY." 

AT NO POINT IN THE ARTICLE DOES REIFENBERG MENTION THE 
ONGOING STUDY IN THE PENTAGON CONCERNING THE AMERICAN 
NUCLEAR STOCKPILE IN EUROPE REQUIRED BY THE NUNN AMEND- 
MENT. 

4. THE THIRD PARAGRAPH DEVOTED TO CONNECTING THESE 
TWO EVENTS READS AS FOLLOWS: "THE TIMELY COINCIDENCE 
OF THE PUBLICATION OF THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION STUDY 
WITH THE DECLARATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT CONCERNING 
DEVELOPMENT OF FUTURE SALT NEGOTIATIONS IS THEREFORE NO 
ACCIDENT. THE PRICE WHICH THE UNITED STATES PAYS FOR 
THE SOVIET CONCESSIONS IN VLADIVOSTOK, I.E., NOT TO 
COUNT THE AMERICAN AIR FORCE UNITS IN EUROPE AS PART OF 
THE STRATEGIC ARSENALS OF THE SUPER-POWERS, APPEARS TO 
BE CLEARER NOW: THE AMERICANS OBTAINED THE SOVIET 
CONCESSION FOR THEIR PREPAREDNESS TO AGREE TO A 
REDUCTION OF FBS FORCES." 

5. THE REMAINDER OF THE ARTICLE IS A FAIRLY STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD ACCOUNT OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS ABOUT THE 
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